








FROM OUR AREAS & SISTERHOODS

Montréal Area

Happy New Year to all our sisters in INR!!! We have escaped the weather, although we had a “knock
on” effect from Britain, Europe and USA in our airports!

We celebrated Hanukkah at Shaare Zedek with a Sisterhood mini sale and lunch which was enjoyed
by fifty people. We also had entertainment from a young violinist. Shaare Zedek and Shaare Zion co-
hosted a Hanukkah party for children on the only night that we had real snow so attendance was down
but enthusiasm up!

Beth El, Shaare Zedek and Shaare Zion Sisterhoods will soon begin work on Spring Study Day, which
this year highlights women in education. More on this later!! Shaare Zion sisterhood will prepare the Tu
b’Shevat Seder—a highlight of their year and Beth El continues to work diligently for Torah Fund.

May we all enjoy a year of good health, peace and safety in the snow!

Carole Burke

Bonjour chéres amies de Montréal sous la neige...

Shaare Zion Sisterhood in Montréal is preparing its next program, a Tu B’'Shevat Seder on January
20. Thanks to a wonderful committee, under the able chair of Toby Shulman.

Our next program, the Spring Study Day, “Women and Education,” promises to live up to its usual
standards. Shaare Zion is hosting this day of study at the end of May with Carol Burke, the Shaare
Zedek Sisterhood president and myself as co-chairs of the event. We will you advised of the details and
featured speakers.

This year’s tzedakah project “Let the Spirit of Giving Continue” will allow us to gather supplies and
materials for a school in Bersheva; supplies have already been pouring in and may be dropped off at
the synagogue office. Solomon Schechter’s twin school in Bersheva is also looking for multi-media
projectors for it's school; anyone wishing to provide such a piece of equipment is invited to contact me
@ spivacksylvie@hotmail.com. A delegation from Solomon Schechter leaving for Israel sometime early
March will be taking these items for distribution in Bersheva.

Women’s League Biennial Convention has come and gone. Under the theme “Kehillah Kedoshah:
Celebrating Community Woman to Woman,” 600 women gathered in Baltimore from December 12 to 15;
two were from Toronto and one from Montréal. Our Sisterhood received an Emerald Jewel in the Crown
Award in recognition of our commitment in the areas of educational programming, community service and
Women’s League activities. | participated in Torah Study, workshops and region meetings; there were
camaraderie and networking with other women committed to their Sisterhoods and communities.

Our sisterhood and men'’s club Shabbat will take place on March 12.

Sylvie Spivacks


mailto:spivacksylvie@hotmail.com

FROM OUR SISTERHOODS

Temple Adath Yeshurun Sisterhood, Syracuse, NY

The Sisterhood of Temple Adath Yeshurun has continued our busy schedule as we grow in strength
and numbers. In August we held our first annual Wine and Chocolate Social Hour. This very successful
event was a chance for the women of the congregation to get together, catch up with old friends and
make some new friends. While the menu may change, the success of this event dictated that it must be
held annually. We look forward to our second “Social Hour” in 2011.

The Book Discussion Group Series has another exciting year of reading planned for participants in
2010-2011. The books chosen for this year all deal with Jewish issues through fictional presentations
based on historical fact. One is set in the American Civil War period, one in medieval France, and one
in a detainment camp in Israel following World War I1.

Several other very successful events held this past fall were our Annual Donor’s Dinner with a catered
dinner and a dance performance by the Fred Astaire Dance Studio professionals. In honor of Jewish
Book Month we presented a book review featuring our own Sisterhood Member and Author Arliene
Stempler who wrote a semi-autobiographical novel titled Heritage Denied. Rabbi Charles Sherman
presented the review and brought the book to life.

President Joan Lowenstein attended the WLCJ Biennial International Convention in Baltimore and
was honored to accept the Emerald Jewel In the Crown award for the Sisterhood of TAY. On the Sunday
following her return presented a summary of Women’s League and the convention to attendees at our
Paid Up Member’s Brunch. It is her hope that keeping the women of the congregation informed about
everything Women’s League does for us, with us and for our children’s future will provide incentive to
participate and experience all of the wonderful things Women’s League has to offer. After all it is this
level of involvement that allows us to congratulate our very own Cheryl Patt on her recent installation
on the WLCJ International Board as Recording Secretary for a second term.

The Secular New Year has us looking forward to Sisterhood Shabbat in January, our annual winter
rummage sale in February, and many more events, programs and of course attendance at the INR Region
Conference in May. In the meantime we will no doubt enjoy more learning, growing and sharing.

B’Shalom from the Sisterhood of Temple Adath Yeshurun.
Joan G. Lowenstein, President

Temple Beth David, Rochester—
Debbie Steinfeld & Jackie Kaufman, Co-Presidents

A Great Party happened here!! Thanks to everyone who celebrated the seventh night of Chanukah
at TBD. We tried something different this year by having the dinner right after Hebrew School. What a
convenience for families on the go who could celebrate this night by relaxing and not worry about dinner,
while the kids had some extra time to hang out with friends! Rabbi Berg also challenged the children with
a creative game of Chanukah Jeopardy. Thank you to those who helped with the baking, decorations
and setting the tables. We couldn’t have done it without you.

Plan to attend the upcoming Programs:

« January 9 - Mah Jong Mania and brunch: Learn to play, teach someone to play, or just hang out and
kibbitz. If you have a mah jong set please bring it. Plan to order your 2011 Mah Jong cards during this
program. Transportation will be arranged.

* Look for news about hamentaschen for Purim and flowers for Passover.



FROM OUR SISTERHOODS

Beth Tzedek, Buffalo—Linda Steinhorn, President

As we begin a new secular year, we all should
reflect upon how our actions affect the lives of our
Sisterhood and Synagogue families. Women'’s League
is an organization of women interested in common
goals. We can flourish if we have cooperation and give
consideration to the thoughts and feelings of others.
Building our leadership will be an easier task if we first
give our members a feeling of self esteem by showing
our admiration, appreciation, consideration and respect
for their feelings and ideas. Jewish teachings are
replete with exhortations to pursue justice and human
dignity for all people. Isaiah (49:6) urges us to be an or
lagoyim, a light to the nations of the world. This means
to lead the way for others, by example—to create a
better world for all. | would like to thank our president
of the congregation for his public recognition of us. It
has enhanced our lives.

Our Chanukah program in December was very well-
attended. We moved to the music of Sara Schultz and
Marty Kerker. What an enjoyable musical program!
Rabbi Netter delivered an inspiring D’Var Torah about
the true reason for our Chanukah celebration. Thank
you to Carolyn Kershanbaum for arranging our program,
to our chairpersons of the day—Eileen Markzon and

Jan Presser—and to our caterer, Karen Vogt, for our
delicious dinner. But our homemade potato latkes were
spectacular. A big Yasher Koach to Elaine Brothman
and her crew for preparing these delectable delicacies
for us. And in lieu of gift exchanging, our Kesher
Committee benefited with our donations.

We look forward to being with you for our Tu B’ Shevet
Seder for the New Year of the trees on Thursday
evening, Jan. 20. This will be informative as well as fun,
in experiencing tasting of new foods. Myra Werbow and
Rusty Zackheim are planning this celebration for us.
Please mark your calendars for this wonderful event.
Also, please remember to return your order forms for
Shalach Manot packages so that you can participate in
the mitzvah of sending sweets to your friends for Purim.
Thank you to Doris Serota and Rusty for chairing this
event for us.

It was wonderful! As | informed you last month,
some of our members attended the Women'’s League
Convention in Baltimore in December for four exciting
and activity-packed days. We returned home needing
a vacation. Our contingent included Ellen Jadd,
Jan Presser, Doris Sellers and Rusty Zackheim. We
prayed together, celebrated, learned, laughed and had
a fabulous time with our sisters from throughout the
country. We met women who are just like us. We share

the same visions and goals, and we networked. We
davened in the world’s largest daily egalitarian minyan.
We participated in the region roll call where our own
International Northeast Region president, Rusty
Zackheim, informed all the attendees about what an
outstanding region we have. Our featured speakers
included Dr. Arnold Eisen, Chancellor of the Jewish
Theological Seminary; Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson,
Dean of the Zieglar School of Rabbinic Studies; Dr. Anne
Lapidus Lerner, a pioneer in the field of Jewish women’s
studies and Director of the Jewish Feminist Research
Group; and Rabbi Naomi Levy, founder and spiritual
leader of Nashuva, a Jewish outreach organization
based in Los Angeles (and a friend of our Rabbi Perry
and Safi Netter). The theme of the convention was
“Kehillah Kedoshah: Celebrating Community Woman
to Woman.” We discovered how our tradition creates
and maintains communities of learners, leaders,
crafters, daveners and those who care for others, to
name just a few. We participated in interactive drop-in
sessions demonstrating ways to incorporate Women'’s
League programs in our Sisterhoods. We also had a
full evening of food, dance, music, entertainment, spa-
like treatments, crafts, shopping and much more when
we experienced Vashti’s Banquet.

One of the most amazing parts of the convention was
the response to the request for Books for Baltimore.

Women’s League linked two Jewish values—study

and fzedakah—at the convention with a very special
community project. Books for Baltimore: Building a
Reading Community One Child at a Time presented
over 12,000 third-graders and pre-kindergarteners in
our host city with their very own books, reflecting the
reading levels and interests of the children. Our own
Sisterhood contributed to this project. And then we
had our own Author’s Corner with several authors who
discussed their works.

With great pride, | would like to announce that our
Sisterhood was one of a few in the nation that received
an award because we demonstrated achievement in
educational programs, community service and world
affairs, and Women’s League activities and initiatives.
This was called the “Jewels in the Crown” award and
we received the Emerald - the highest level. | feel very
fortunate in having attended the convention, and | look
forward to incorporating many of the programs that |
participated in. It was educational and exhausting. |
feel energized to do more for our Sisterhood. Thank
you for allowing me to be your representative. It was

very rewarding. .



FROM OUR SISTERHOODS

Congregation Beth Sholom/Chevras Shas, DeWitt

CBS-CS Sisterhood will be holding its annual Shabbat service on January 8. Traditionally, Sisterhood
members lead the service, read Torah and are called up for various honors. We would like to include
you, your mothers, your daughters and your granddaughters in the service.

The reading for January 8 is Bo, the third parsha in Exodus (Shemot). Bo describes the last three
plagues, the Passover celebration and the Exodus. Rabbi Akiva tells us that Israel was redeemed
from Egypt on account of the righteous women of that generation—~women such as Miriam, Yocheved
(mother to Miriam, Aaron and Moses), Batya (Pharaoh’s daughter), Zipporah (Moses’ wife), Puah and
Shifrah (the Egyptian midwives). Their faith in God and their actions ensured the continuity of the
Jewish nation and the presence of Jewish children for God to redeem. The women of Shemot make
excellent role models for us. Their righteous acts served to strengthen and perpetuate the Jewish
family. Our Sisterhood works to strengthen the families at CBS-CS and, by doing that, to strengthen the
synagogue.

The Women’s Network of Agunah Achim, Schenectady
Hillary Fink, President

The annual Donor Program, our major fundraiser of the year, is scheduled for May 4. The next meeting
of the Agudat Achim Book Group will take place on January 12 when we will review The Invisible Wall
by Harry Bernstein; a copy of the book will be circulating from our library so it will be available to as
many people as possible; also, please try your local public library or make a purchase through one of
the book resources.

Our next open Women’s Network meeting is on January 12. We look forward to a d’var Torah given
by Marilyn Elson, as well as a report from Jessica Many on her experience at the WLCJ Convention.

Women’s Network Shabbat is scheduled for Saturday, January 22. Thank you to Hildy Reich for
working so tirelessly to assign the honors, and to all who will be participating. It will be a wonderful
service, led by Rabbi Ted with the d’var Torah given by Rabbi Miriam | hope that you can join us as
we honor the women of our synagogue and celebrate Johanna Takaroff's 102 birthday! Of course, a
delicious Kiddush luncheon will follow.

Our annual Hearts and Hummus program is scheduled for Saturday evening, March 12. This is our
annual mitzvah project where we sew and stuff heart-shaped pillows for the cardiac patients at Ellis
Medicine and enjoy an evening of inter-generational fun.

Thank you’s to each and every one of you for becoming a member of Women’s Network! This year,
we are 143 members strong—our highest number in a long time! Thank you to Randy Fox for her
membership coordination!



FROM OUR SISTERHOODS

Temple Beth Joseph, Herkimer

Our members Lois Silverman and Toby Maser attended, Convention, and joining them for the first
time, was Cheryl Maser. Lois is the activity chair for Internet Services, managing all aspects of the
internet as it applies to WLCJ ,and is the editor of Ba’Olam, the WLCJ World Affairs newsletter. Lois
will continue to hold both of these positions. Toby, who is currently a trainer, going to sisterhoods and
regions to help build leadership and membership and helping them to resolve difficulties, will become
a Consultant and will be installed as one of the WLCJ Vice-Presidents, a position that Lois also held a
few years back. Ya’asher Koach to both of them.

Cheryl, who seems to be following in the footsteps of her mother, grandmother and grandmother, will
be attending sessions specifically geared for first-time attendees, and sessions for Za’havah members,
those under the age of 45ish. She will also be the TBJ Sisterhood representative accepting our Jewels
in the Crown award. Our Sisterhood received the award for this achievement at a special luncheon
during the convention.

We held our working dinner meeting held in November wheb we voted to once again, hold a Rummage
Sale in the Spring. The funds raised will be used to continue to send our members to the Region
Conference and International Conventions, educating our future leadership.

My best wishes to you all,
Florence Cummins, President

Beth David B’nai Israel Beth Am Sisterhood

We at Beth David B’nai Israel Beth Am Sisterhood have had problems recruiting one person to take on
the presidency for 2010 and 2011 year. However four women stepped up and volunteered to take the
helm. We divided the presidency between the four of us. Doreen Bornfreund was president for the first
six month. Helen Bienstock is president for the second six months from January to the end of June.
Jeanie Bernholtz will be president for the third shift from July to December, and Monica Lightman will
be president for the fourth shift. So far so good. We have a very hard working and productive Board.
Looking forward to seeing many of you in Buffalo in the near future.
Wishing all our sisters good health and praying for peace in Israel.
All the best
Helen Bienstock, President



WLCJ CONVENTION 2010

Doreen Bornfreund, representing BDBIBA Sisterhood

Did you know that | am nervous when | travel
alone? The first time that | “confidently” went off
by myself to fly to Women’s League convention, |
chose a bottle of water at the airport kiosk, paid for
itand didn’t notice until | was seated in the boarding
area that | had left the bottle on the counter. | was
too embarrassed to go back for it! Last spring flying
to Montréal for Region conference, | bought coffee
at the Tim Horton’s kiosk, made it to the boarding
area with it, and then promptly spilled it all over my
jeans. | then spent the next fifteen minutes in the
washroom using paper towels to try to soak it up—to
little avail-and spent the hour flight in damp jeans.
This December on my journey to Women’s League
convention in Baltimore, | actually made it all the
way to the Baltimore airport without a mishap. But
then got lost trying to follow the “overhead” signs
to the baggage carousel to pick up my luggage
and walked from #14 to #6 only to return to where |
started to see two lonely bags standing at an “eye-
level” Air Canada sign. Thank God one of those
bags was mine!

Why am | sharing these embarrassing moments
with you? Because the women on the executive of
our Region knew that | was feeling awkward about
attending convention as the only delegate from
my Sisterhood and sharing a room with a strange
woman from California. And | have to thank the
fiteen other women of our INR who were in
Baltimore with me who totally went out of their way
to include me and make sure that my convention
experience was comfortable and enjoyable. And
isn’t that what Sisterhood is all about—looking out
for our Sisters!

At roll call on Sunday, the credentials of INR
were presented. We had sixteen delegates
representing twenty-three synagogues, winning
eight Jewels in the Crown awards. My Sisterhood
fulfilled the criteria for this WLCJ award at the
“‘Emerald” level. This award recognizes Sisterhood
commitment and creativity with participation in
at least four Education, four Community Service
and four Women’s League activities. BDBIBA
Sisterhood was the only Canadian Sisterhood in
INR to achieve this level. | was honoured to accept
this award on behalf of Sisterhood during a special

luncheon on Monday, December 13.

Tuesday morning | was off to the Canadian
Caucus breakfast chaired by Randy Schwartz,
from Winnipeg. There were four other women
representing Winnipeg, two from Calgary, one
from Montréal, and Fran Caine and myself from
Toronto—ten in total. We approved four Canadian
resolutions which were presented at the Women’s
League Plenum.

During the days Sunday to Tuesday, | attended
all Sisterhood President sessions. | hoped to get
inspirations to bring home to my Sisterhood. |
picked up a couple of ideas which | will share at
another time, but basically-you know what?—my
Sisterhood is doing all the right things to make it a
successful Sisterhood! So | came away from these
sessions feeling better about “us.”

Tuesday evening was the highlight of
programming. Vashti’'s Banquet! Middle Eastern
appetizers were set up in the lobby outside the
dining room. A buffet of like foods was available
in the dining room from 6 pm to 9 pm. Seven
side rooms were available to visit throughout this
time to experience different aspects of the joy of
being a woman: belly dancing; henna body art;
“Mask-arade”; hand massages; and sessions on
“the Scent of a Woman”, “Peaches & Cream” skin
care and “A Cup of TranquiliTEA.” | don’t do “line-
ups” so skipped the henna and massages, was
totally uncoordinated in the belly-dancing and
left real quick! The session on the TranquiliTEA
was interesting, and the “Scent of a Woman”
highlighting the origin and “how-to” of perfumes
was very informative. | actually picked up a great tip
and idea for an “I| missed you gift” for my husband,
and purchased that cologne at the airport duty free
so | did not come home to him “empty-handed!

The women | interacted with were warm and
welcoming. It was wonderful to discover that
Sisterhood women from far and wide are very
similar in their commitment to and goals for their
Sisterhood. One can’t help coming away from
convention upliffted and eager to contribute to
the future of Sisterhood. | wish all my sisters at
BDBIBA were able to be there with me. | thank

them for allowing me to represent them.
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WLCJ CONVENTION 2010

Frances Crane

Convention 2010 was more intimate and perhaps more serious than previous conventions.

| really enjoyed the special Mercaz meeting. A few years ago My husband and | rented an apartment in East
Talpiot. We attended Congregation Moreshgirfvealzzaghand met Rabbi Barry Schlesinger. We were welcomed
and felt very comfortable with that Congregation.

Chancellor Eisen Keynote address was outstanding.

Although we had a small delegation, we had an excellent regional meeting. | was personally very pleased to
get to know all our regions delegates.

The choir is very special for me. It is like a special reunion. Singing with ladies | have been meeting for many
years. This year the choir was very special. New music, new conductor, special accompanists: piano, guitar and
flute. | think our performance was great.

The Jewels in The Crown Awards was a very special honour, but | think the awards presentation could have
been programmed better.

The Kehillah Kedoshah program was outstanding as were the breakout sessions.

Now for the most fun. Vashti’'s Banquet. The program was varied enough for everyone to participate and enjoy.
Many Sisterhoods took this programming idea back to their Sisterhoods.

Of our regional party was a lot of fun. Good food, drink and friends.

INTERNATIONAL
NORTHEAST REGION
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CONVENTION
IN PICTURES

For more pictures,
go to
www.wlcj.net/inr/con

-3,
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www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JYGD2-E8z4
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Books

Orpah Choice—Ruth Borsky

“Pictures at an Exhibition” is a novel by Sara Houghteling that was published in 2009 and is this year’s
Orpah Choice by Women’s League. Before reading the book, check out the Author’s Note and the
inside of the book jacket. By doing this you will understand some of the real characters that appear in
fictional form in the book. Otherwise, you will “write off” Rose at the beginning of her appearance in the
book when she actually becomes a heroine in French Art History.

The story is told through the character of Max Berenzon, the son of a successful and respected Jewish
art dealer in Paris prior to World War II. Max is sent to medical school and is quite a good student,
but would rather be working at his father’s art gallery. He is in love with Rose, his father’s assistant.
Because of this, he is unfocused and makes mistakes that come to haunt him and mature him later in
his life.

Max is not encouraged to join the family business for reasons that come to light later in the book and
yet his personal knowledge of the business becomes valuable later on. The family survives the war in
hiding. However, unlike most accounts of the Holocaust, this is not the focus of the book. Max’s search,
after the war, to retrieve his father’s stolen art collection, is the thrust of the book. He encounters many
disreputable post war characters during this quest and physically is the worst for it.

In reading this book, one learns personal traits of pre-war Paris impressionists such as Sisley, Matisse,
Manet, Picasso, Morisot, Lautrec, Degas, and the like. The reader, also, learns about the personal art
“collecting” of Hitler and Goering and their rape of art treasures of Paris. Do not look for much emotional
family connection of the Berenzon family, yet there is a tender family secret kept beneath the role of art
collecting in this family.

If you enjoy a fascinating novel whose major background is set in French Art collection, this book is
for you. However, the human side of this story is less compelling.

Books for Baltimore Thank You

See the video prepared by the students of the Baltimore City Schools in appreciation of
the 13,000 books they received from members of Women’s League through our Books for
Baltimore: Creating a Community of Readers One Child at a Time. Click here

" BaOlam’

Sign up for Ba’Olam, the crisp, fast-reading newsletter published on-line by the World Affairs Department. It
includes events and analysis as they impact on the Jewish community and keeps you equipped for your community
leadership role.

If you want to be an active participant in today’s fast moving world, sign up for Women’s League Action Alerts that
will direct you to immediate and important actions that support the Women’s League mission and resolutions.

Email: Ibraun@wilcj.org and let us know if you would like to receive Ba’Olam or Action Alerts, or both.
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For Your Information

2000 C.E. - 5760: THE STUFF OF WHICH DREAMS ARE MADE

Written by Alvin |. Schiff, Executive Director, Board of Jewish Education,
New York City, in the 1970’s, this piece offers a goal for the year 2000.
How far have we come now that it's 20117

What kind of year will 2000 CE be for Jewish education? As we
contemplate the 8th decade of the 20th century, it would be well to look
ahead to the end of the century. What will the next two decades bring
about? Given your “druthers,” what would you like Jewish education
to be like at the turn of the century?

To facilitate your task, a handy checklist is provided below. All you
have to do is check off those features that you would want to obtain
for Jewish education in 2000 C.E.

1.All children ages 5-18 are enrolled in Jewish schools.

2.0ne hundred percent of the Jewish school enroliment is either in
day schools or intensive 10 hour-a-week supplementary schools.

3.All Jewish schooling is tuition free.

4. There are programs for exceptional children (gifted students and
pupils with special needs) in every community.

5.All Jewish children 9-16 attend Jewish educational summer residence
camps and/or travel programs,

6.All Jewish youth spend at least one summer in Israel during their
high school years.

7.All college age youth are enrolled in Jewish study programs for at
least 6 hours per week.

8.All Jewish youth spend one full year of study in Israel during high
school or college years.

9.All school curricula include intensive study of Hebrew language,
Bible, Prophets, Talmud, Jewish history, Jewish life, and Jewish

thought.

10.The language of instruction in all Jewish study programs is
Hebrew.

11.Pupil achievement, measured in terms of knowledge, commitment
and Jewish behavior, is consistently high.

12.Synagogue attendance of both parents is a school requirement.
This is gladly fulfilled, since the 4-day work week has virtually turned

Saturday into Sabbath for the Jewish community.

13.All parents are enrolled in parallel study programs. Adult education
classes abound in each community.

14.Ten percent of all students are committed to becoming Jewish
scholars. Scholarship has replaced athletic attainment and monetary

rewards as personal student goals.

15.The profession of Jewish Educator is oversubscribed by both men
and women, and the salaries are comparable to those in the secular
world.

A QUOTE A DAY

Those who have never learned to
obey cannot be a good commander.
—Aristotle

Every man who takes office in
Washington either grows or swells.
—Woodrow Wilson

Any man can hold the helm when the
sea is calm.—Publilius Syrus

It is a fine thing to command, even if it
only be a herd of cattle.—Cervantes

And when we think we lead, we are
most led.—Byron

Honest statesmanship is the wise
employment of individual meanness for
the public good.—Abraham Lincoln

The history of the world is full of men
who rose to leadership, by sheer force
of self-confidence, bravery and tenacity.
—Gandhi

The wise man, even when he holds his
tongue, says more than the fool when
he speaks.—Jewish proverbs

As we live, learn.—Jewish

proverb

SO we

Judge a man by his questions rather
than by his answers.—\Voltaire

It is not every question that deserves an
answer.—Publilius Syrus

Few women, | fear, have had such
reason as | have to think the long sad
years of youth were worth living for the
sake of middle age.—George Eliot

A fool may ask more questions in an
hour than a wise man can answer in
seven years.—English Proverb

A prudent question is one-half of
wisedom.—Francis Bacon

Judge a tree from its fruit; not from the
leaves.—Euripedes

Do not be wise in words—be wise in
deeds.—Jewish Proverb

What you don't see with your
eyes, don’t invent with your mouth.
—Jewish Proverb
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In the Region Family N\

MAZAL TOV TO

wzJanet Tobin, past WLCJ Int’l President, on becoming president
of MERCAZ USA
% Trudy Sassoon on the wedding of her daughter

& Arlene Anthony on the engagement of her daughter.
% The Sisterhoods who won the Jewel in the Crown Award at the WL Convention
& Johanna Takaroff, Schenectady on her 102" birthday

REFUAH SHLEIMAH A Speedy Recovery to all our sisters who are ill including:

% Rusty (Iris) Zackheim, Buffalo % Helen Sperling, Utica
& Annette Shapiro, TBD, Rochester & Ruth Weitzman, Utica

OUR SYMPATHY to all our sisters who have lost a loved one including

% To the family of Arlene Tennenhouse, Canadian Seaway Past President

& Condolences to Rabbi Alan Bright, Shaare Zedek, Montreal, on the loss of his mother
% Rhonda Kahn, WLCJ Communications Director, on the loss of her mother

% Gloria Cohen, former WL Int'| President, on the passing of her mothe

% Doreen Bornfreund on the loss of her mother-in-law

g egpegbe g e R e g e R e U e I &
WOMEN'’S LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

BE INFORMED

...about women’s issues, world communities,
crafts, the family, Jewish traditions. Publications
are available on an array of topics from world
affairs to Judaic studies.

BE INVOLVED

...through your representation in internationally
recognized organizations.

Participate in local projects to better the lives of
those in need.

BE ENRICHED

...by sharing ideas with members of an international
network. Leadership Institutes boost leadership
skills while Women’s League educational programs
enhance Jewish knowledge.

BE INSPIRED

...and make your personal mark on your community
and your family. Be motivated at regional and
international conferences and conventions.

* Ways to the Means

* Blueprint for Membership

* Membership Magnets

» Z’havah Planner

* Divrei Hokhmah

* Mitzvah Yomit

* Installation and trigger scripts

What’s on WNVW.WLCJ.ORG

You won't believe what you’ll find when you log onto
the Women'’s League website! You can download for free:

* Guide for the Nominating Committee

» Parliamentary Guide

* Model By Laws

» Writing Advocacy Letters

» Gemilut hasadim pocket cards
* Bulletin spots, flyers, and logos
* Art from the Sisterhood Planner
* Holiday materials and projects

15



ENDNOTES'

1by Lois Silverman, Chai Lines Editor
And the Youth Shall See Blessings

As | pulled together this issue of Chai Lines, | received word
of the passing of Debbie Friedman from my former neighbor
and a personal friends of Debbie Friedman. We knew she was
il and had been off and on for years, but we never thought
she would leave us. Does that sound selfish especially from
someone who didn’t know her personally?

In the 90’s, many of us felt that Judaism had become
too cerebral. Further we women were assuming more
responsibility in the synagogue and congregation board
rooms, but we wanted more than just gender neutral liturgy—
we wanted content at services that reflected our lives. To this
desire for relevancy and inclusiveness came Debbie Friedman.

Debbie Friedman wrote prayers that touched many because they touched our heart. Her reworking
of the “Mi Shebeirach” connected to us and made tears appear in our eyes. Her “Sabbath Prayer”
connected us with the others who were lighting Shabbat candles as we were around the world at the
time we struck the match as well as those who performed the mitzvah in the past. And many of her
melodies became standards not only in Reform synagogues but in Conservative ones as well.

My only personal contact with Cantor Friedman was in Washington, DC, when she performed at a
Women’s League Convention. She moved us so much that we sang and danced—to the surprise of
many of the older attendees. As everyone began to become comfortable with the ruah in the auditorium,
more and more people danced and sang along. There was never a program like that at a WLCJ
Convention!

When | was asked to write a
program honoring valued WL
volunteers, | immediately thought
to use one of Cantor Friedman’s
songs “And the Youth Shall See
Blessings” [see the inset box]-a
song | cannot hear without tears
forming in my eyes. Each line

For a tribute to Debbie, go to
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dAOnAec3y7U

And the Youth Shall See Blessings
Based upon Joel 2:28
Written by Debbie Friedman and J. Caplan

Childhood was for fantasies, for nursery rhymes and toys.

The world was much too busy to understand small girls and boys.
As | grew up, | came to learn that life was not a game,

That heroes were just people that we called another name.

And the old shall dream dreams, and the youth shall see visions,

suggests an important aspect of
WL volunteering and responsibility.
The program included the playing
of Debbie Friedman singing her
composition which added to the
effectiveness of the presentation.

We will miss Debbie Friedman
and the works of spirit, prayer and
yiddishkeit that she might have
written

Lois

And our hopes shall rise up to the sky.
We must live for today; we must build for tomorrow.
Give us time, give us strength, give us life.

Now I'm grown, the years have passed, I've come to understand:
There are choices to be made and my life’s at my command.

| cannot have a future ‘il | embrace the past.

| promise to pursue the challenge, time is going fast.

Today’s the day | take my stand, the future’s mine to hold.
Commitments that | make today are dreams from days of old.
| have to make the way for generations come and go.
I'll have to teach them what I've learned so they will come to know.
For a performance of song, go to:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JYGD2-E8z4
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