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When: December 12-15, 2010 
Where: The Marriott Waterfront Baltimore 

 

Kehillah Kedoshah: Celebrating Community Woman to Woman 

This year’s convention, on the beautiful Baltimore harbor,  
promises to be better than ever! 

There will be several opportunities to address the theme of Kehillah Kedoshah Celebrating Community Woman to 

Woman, including an incomparable Vashti’s Banquet, unlike any party you’ve ever seen; hands-on interactive drop-ins to 

experience Women’s League programs in action, and innovative workshops designed for both personal fulfillment and to 

help make our sisterhoods grow and prosper. 

Books for Baltimore: Building a Community of Readers One Child At a Time will present personal reading books into 

the hands of every third grader in the Baltimore City Public Schools! Sisterhoods will receive the new Jewels in the 

Crown Award for their commitment, excellence and creativity in programming. The next president and officers of 

Women’s League will be installed; important resolutions will be voted on; and there will be great shopping with over 50 

vendors, delicious food and great camaraderie.  

 

FEATURED SPEAKERS 

 Dr. Arnold Eisen, chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary 

 Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson, dean of the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies 

 Scholar-in-Residence Dr. Sharon Keller who has taught and lectured widely and is a perennial favorite of 

Women’s League audiences 

CONVENTION 2010 

Mid-Atlantic Region 

Women’s League for Conservative Judaism 

 



. 

Presidentõs Message  

Debbi Goldich  

Wow, what a year! The Mid-Atlantic Region has just 
finished its second year of existence.  The year 
brought Jewish educational programming, 
socialization, camaraderie and Women’s League 
information to forty two Sisterhoods.  I have 
enjoyed visiting thirty four of the forty two 
Sisterhoods in our Region and make it my pledge 
to visit the rest by this time next year!  Some of our 
successful programming included Leadership 
training in every Area last summer, an event in 
every Area throughout the year, an Open Board 
Meeting, and many Sisterhood celebrations. A 
blizzard rescheduled Founder’s Day. Next year you 
can look forward to more of the same and much 
more new and innovative programming as well!  
Join us at LEADERSHIP FORUM this summer 
when we offer innovative leadership development 
techniques for all Sisterhood leaders and potential 
leaders.  The Forums will be offered at different 
times throughout the summer in different locations.  
Please join us for this exciting new program. Next 
year you can look forward to more of the same and 
much more new and innovative programming as 
well!  Join us at LEADERSHIP FORUM this 
summer when we offer innovative leadership 
development techniques for all Sisterhood leaders 
and potential leaders.  The Forums will be offered 
at different times throughout the summer in 
different locations.  Please join us for this exciting 
new program. 

Many of you have reached out to me via the Friday 
Shabbat message.  I spend many hours writing the 
D’var Torah and information sent to you each week 
but it has been a satisfying part of my job.  When 
you write to me each week in response to what I 
write, I know that I am reaching all of you in a 
modern way via the Internet.  I have enjoyed 
hearing what you have to say and learning and 
sharing with you.  Please continue to be in touch. 

As satisfying as it is to read what you have to say, 
the best part of my volunteer position is to visit you 
in your Sisterhood.  I have loved coming to visit and 
be a part of your opening meetings, paid up 
membership event, Torah Fund programs, closing 
events and many other programs.  I have visited in 
cities and synagogues that I never knew existed 
before our merger and before I took this position.  I 
have enjoyed meeting you, sharing your personal 

stories, helping you meet the challenges of your 
Sisterhoods in these times. 

I look forward to another year communicating with 
you and sharing with you.  Join us this summer and 
keep in touch next year.  The Region Leadership 
team is always available to you.  Call us for support 
and information.  I look forward to sharing with you!  

 Membership  

Anna Tractenberg  

Membership activity in the Mid-Atlantic Region of 

Women’s League for Conservative Judaism has 

been an active exciting time with Sisterhoods 

utilizing super programming, special interest 

groups, intra-generational activities and community 

service all in the effort to inspire and motivate the 

membership to remain active and committed to 

WLCJ.  It was truly remarkable to be welcomed 

with so many open arms by so many Sisterhoods 

as I delivered greetings at various functions. 

Membership action plans were put into place by 

many of our Sisterhoods and planning paid off. 

Potential new members were identified and made 

to feel welcome.  Sisterhoods facing membership 

challenges meant them with grace and dignity. 

Realizing that every member counts!   We 

encourage any Sisterhood who might have 

questions concerning  per capita payments to 

contact the  Women's League Office Administrator  

Razel Kessler   at  rkessler@wlcj.org    or 212-870-

1263    or contact    Anna Tractenberg  Region  

Membership VP  at annatract@aol.com   or 484-

433-3619      We encourage  all our Sisterhoods to 

consider a  a WLCJ  training seminar     Contact   

Mimi Pollack  for further information at  

mimipollack@comcast.net    Sisterhoods interested 

in learning about  ZHAVA   programming  should  

contact our  chairs  Faith Standers at  

thestanders@comcast.net  or  Faye Shapiro    at   

faye.shapiro@comcast.net     We look forward to 

seeing all of our membership chairs and VP's  at 

the WLCJ  Convention in Baltimore  where there 

will be exceptional programming focusing on 

increasing our membership. 
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Training Services  

Mimi Pollack 

Customized seminars, mentoring and consultations 
are available to every Women’s League Sisterhood.  
In just a few hours, every member of your 
Sisterhood can benefit from the skills of a dynamic, 
professionally trained volunteer trainer.  
Participants gain a better knowledge and 
understanding of themselves and others while 
acquiring the necessary skills to lead a well run and 
vital organization. 

If you are a Sisterhood member, please contact me 
to discuss how Women’s League Training Services 
can impact your Sisterhood.  If you are a 
Sisterhood President, you can request a personal 
mentor or phone conference from Women’s 
League, to help solve a particular problem or simply 
for some handholding. 

Now that many of our sisterhoods are welcoming 
new members onto their Executive Committees an 
boards, this would be a great time to arrange for 
training to create cohesiveness and help focus on 
the future.  Training services are free of charge to 
all our Sisterhoods. 

Mimi.midatlantic@comcast.net 

215-355-5069 

215-37-6502 (cell) 

 

 

 

Leadership Institut es 

 
  

Endeavor · Discover · Dialogue 
  
Women’s League for Conservative Judaism -- 
committed to developing skilled and knowledgeable 
leaders -- invites you, as a member of an affiliated 
Sisterhood, to attend an inspiring three-day 
Leadership Institute that will expand your skills as a 
leader while enhancing your knowledge as a 
Jewish woman. 
  
The Leadership Institute presents a unique format 
allowing you to build a personal program to expand 
your Jewish knowledge and leadership skills. 
Choose workshops and seminars most relevant to 
your interests, and meet and network with other 
Conservative Jewish women who share your 
passion for pursuing learning and personal growth. 
  
This Leadership Institute brings together prominent 
speakers, seminar facilitators, and promising 
Jewish leaders (including you). 
  
The next Leadership Institute will be held in New 
York City, from July 25-27, 2010. 
  
If you are a member of Women's League and 
would like to attend the next Leadership Institute, 
please log in and go to LIVING. Visit www.wlcj.org 
to download an application. 
 
Please contact the Mid-Atlantic Region about 
scholarship funding. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Amy Perrone, Mid-Atlantic 
Region Administrative Secretary who graduated 
from the Leadership Institute held in Las Vegas this 
past winter. 

 

mailto:Mimi.midatlantic@comcast.net
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Area Events Bring Us Together  

Donna Finkelstein  

The Area 5 Event, A Day Just for Me, was held on Sunday, January 24th, at Beth Sholom 

Congregation (Elkins Park). Healthy alternatives for the New Year were presented to 55 women with 

workshops on Zumba, Yoga, Health, Wellness and Nutrition. There were also presentations on 

Intimacy at Any Age: Making Meaningful Connections with Everyone in Your Life and a Look Your 

Best Cosmetic Makeover. Healthy snacks and drinks were provided. 

Joining Beth Sholom Congregation (Elkins Park) Sisterhood were members of Adath Jeshurun 

(Elkins Park) Sisterhood, Beth Tikvah-B’nai Jeshurun (Erdenheim) Sisterhood, Germantown Jewish 

Centre (Philadelphia) Sisterhood, Melrose B’nai Israel Emanu El (Cheltenham) Sisterhood, 

Congregations of Ner Zedek (Philadelphia) Sisterhood, Temple Sinai (Dresher) Sisterhood and 

Tiferet Bet Israel (Blue Bell) Sisterhood. This represents 100% Sisterhood participation. Thanks to 

Nadine Lubarsky for planning a relaxing and informative day of activities. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Area 3 Event on Tuesday, April 27th was an amazing opportunity to hear Geraldine Brooks, 

author of People of the Book, lecture at Congregation Beth Israel in Lebanon, Pennsylvania. After the 

lecture, there was a brief "meet and greet" with the Region president and Region officers.  A delicious 

dessert reception was prepared by the Sisterhood. 

Orpah's List has selected People of the Book as the 2009 selection and there is a Women's League 

Study Guide available for download from the web site. Many women in the Region have read and 

studied this book selection. 

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks 

Historical fiction is a very rich genre of literature; part history, part novel, it allows the reader to 

venture into other historic settings and times, viewed through the lens of a fictitious observer and or 

participant. A good historic novel brings history to life in a way that is engaging and enriching.  

The book has two central characters: Hannah Heath, an academically precocious, but emotionally 

fragile, manuscript conservator. And the manuscript she has been sent to evaluate, the Sarajevo 

Haggadah. While the manuscript is indeed real, and resides still today in the National Museum in 

Sarajevo, the story of its miraculous preservation by Jewish exiles from Spain in 1492 ï through post-

Renaissance Italy, fin-de-siecle Vienna, and war-torn Yugoslavia (in 1942 and again in the 1990s) are 

all the creation of the novelistôs imagination. 

Joining Congregation Beth Israel (Lebanon) Sisterhood were members of Beth Israel Congregation of 

Chester County (Uwchland) Sisterhood. Nancy Goldberg is the Area 3 Director. 

 



 

Education    

Linda Goldberg   

There are so many educational materials available to our Sisterhoods through 

Women’s League, and this year as Educational Vice President I have tried to make our women 

aware of these resources. The Women’s League website (www.wlcj.org) has been newly revamped 

and can be accessed by any member of Sisterhood. There you will find Divrei Hokhmah, (a D’var 

Torah for any occasion that can be downloaded from the website) the Mitzvah Yomit program, 

Anniversary Shabbat guidelines and our newest program for Tu B’Shevat, Yom Yarok: Green Day 

Tu B’Shevat Celebration including study, crafts and games for the whole family. Also new this year is 

the virtual Rosh Chodesh group that you can join by logging onto http://wlcjroshchodesh.org. If you 

do not have access to the web, then call the Women’s League office in New York at 212-870-1260 

for ideas for programs and materials. The new schedule for Women’s League Distance workshops 

(held on the phone) is out and they include topics such as Ways to the Means: Fundraising in the 

New Economy on February 9, 2011 and Creating a Budget and Sticking to It on July 7, 2010.  Ideas 

for creating Judaic Crafts are available as well as a chat group for the women who run the Judaica 

Shops in each Sisterhood. And I am planning to host a conference call on how to use the D’vrei 

Hokhmah at Sisterhood meetings and events. If you need help for anything in the realm of 

education, please contact me, Linda Goldberg, at 215-659-1225 or patt2mom@comcast.net. I look 

forward to serving you in the next year. 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Atlantic Region 

Womenôs League for Conservative Judaism 

Mourns the passing of  

Luisa Ragonese 

 President of the Sisterhood of Congregation Bônai Tikvah 

May her memory be for a blessing. 

 

 

 

mailto:patt2mom@comcast.net


 

Community Services  

Charlotte Stein  

The Mid-Atlantic Region, Women’s League for Conservative Judaism, is continuing to support our Sisterhoods 

and Congregations, in their effort to perform Mitzvot in Community Services. 

The many projects that have been successfully accomplished during the past year include: 

a) Collection and Delivery of Kosher Food Items to Jewish Family Services/Federation; Shabbat Bags to 
needy Families; Winter Clothing to Catholic Services; Project Linus; Packing and Delivery of Food 
Baskets through the Jewish Relief Agency; Delivery of homemade soups and casseroles; Delivery and 
Stocking food items at Bread of Life Food Pantry 

b) Providing companions at Lions Gate Living Facility 
c) Ongoing Book Mates Program. At a Region Event, members of the Region made a donation to this 

program. 
d) Providing a Holiday Dinner to elderly citizens. 
e) Over 100 women participated in a Keruv Workshop. The Conservative Movement is adapting Keruv 

Principles of promoting kindness, understanding, support and education to Inter-faith Families and have 
these families integrated into congregational life. 

f) Public Policy: Rita Altman and Nancy Schwartz keep us informed on items of National and Regional 
Policies. 

g) Sandy Blumenthal and Karen Price report on Israel issues. 
h) During our Founder’s Day Event, monies were collected for the Haiti and Chile Relief Funds. 

 
Need an idea or help getting started, contact Charlotte at charlottestein@comcast.net or by phone at 856-642-
1007. 
 
 

 

Administrative Secr etary  

Amy Perrone 

Hi, my name is Amy Perrone.   I am the Administrative Secretary for the Mid-Atlantic Region of Women’s 

League of Conservative Judaism.  My job this year has been a wonderful experience.  I hope to continue being 

active in Region affairs.  Each month I take minutes at Executive and General Meetings.  I also was Co-Chair 

of Founder’s Day with Torah Fund VP, Debie Napoleon.  In addition to these duties I have made myself 

available for anything that I can possibly do for the Mid Atlantic Region.  I tried to get general transportation for 

the WLCJ board meeting in January but since most people were car pooling there were not enough people for 

a bus. Does your Sisterhood have a position like this?  Would you be interested in having an Administrative 

Secretary? If you have any questions for me or if I can help you in any way I can be reached at 

perroneamy@comcast.net . 
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WOMENõS LEAGUE CONVENTION 2010 
December 12 -15, 2010 

Marriott Waterfront Baltimore  
 

Kehillah Kedoshah: Celebrating Community Woman to Woman  
 

New for Convention 2010 

 Gala Vashti’s Banquet on Tuesday evening (unlike any party you’ve ever seen!) 

 Hands-on interactive drop-in presentations of Women’s League programs 

 A virtual journal that will be online for a full year, which will reinforce the Women’s League commitment to the 
environment 

 Installation of 2010-2012 officers on Sunday evening 

 Installment payment plan 

 Online registration and registration team 

 

New Sisterhood  Initiat ive s for Convention  

 The Jewels in the Crown: A three-level award for sisterhoods that demonstrate commitment, excellence and 
creativity in programming and in the use of Women’s League materials. Information for every sisterhood to 
participate and be recognized at convention will be available soon. 

 Books for Baltimore: Creating Community One Child at a Time: To demonstrate our tangible commitment to the 
convention theme, Women’s League will be presenting a new reading book to every third grade student in the 
system (approximately 7,000 books). Sisterhoods and regions are encouraged to participate to their fullest ability. 

 

And donõt forget the hallmarks of every  Womenõs League Biennial Convention  

 Fascinating speakers 

 Inspiring services 

 Valuable workshops 

 Region meetings and parties 

 Great shopping 

 Delicious food 

 Wonderful camaraderie 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Women’s League has been engaged in creating and acting upon public policy and social action resolutions for over 60 

years. We have individually and collectively made our voices heard on contemporary issues that affect Jewish life and 

the greater welfare of the world. The body of resolutions provides the authority for Women’s League’s support of a wide 

range of public policy issues. Resolutions are presented to the delegates at convention for approval and action. Any 

member of Women’s League who would like the convention body to address an issue is invited to submit her idea for 

consideration. For information, contact Rita Altman, Public Policy & Advocacy chair, at altmanrc1@verizon.net.   

A Guide to Writing Public Policy Resolutions  can be downloaded from the website, www.wlcj.org/ MyWLCJ/Public 

Policy and Advocacy. 

 
 

mailto:altmanrc1@verizon.net
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²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ 5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ 
- 2010/2011 Schedule 

Get New Ideas, Gain Insights, and How-Toôs 
 To register, call 212.870.1263.  Stay at home and participate in a 
conference call. 
 

 July 7, 2010 

Creating a Budget and Sticking to It 

 August 10, 2010 

Book Clubs: Making reading groups fun, easy, rewarding 

 September 15, 2010 

The How, What and Why of Public Advocacy: using Women’s League resolutions to engage and activate 

members 

 October 6, 2010 

Image Plus: Branding for today’s women 

January 13, 2011 

Creative Judaic Arts as a programming essential 

 February 9, 2011 

Ways to the Means: Fundraising in the new economy 

 March 15, 2011 

Programming Planning: Crafting a year of programs, campaigns, classes, and events 

 April 7, 2011 

Z’havah: Bring Younger Women In 

 May 18, 2011 

Israel: Programs, Advocacy, Education 

 June 14, 2011 

Membership: Grow Your Sisterhood 

 

 

 

 

IMAGE PLUS  
 

Public Relations Handbook  

Entirely redone, this new sisterhood guide from Women’s League focuses on all aspects of public relations that 

sisterhoods can use today, from how to create a sisterhood brochure to using public service announcements. Brand new 

is a chapter on social networking: how to market sisterhood through new technologies such as Facebook and Twitter. 

Every sisterhood president will receive a copy at spring conferences. Members of Women’s League can download the 

handbook from the Women’s League website, www.wlcj.org. 

 

 

http://www.wlcj.org/


 

KERUV 

The sisterhoods affiliated with Women’s League--both by design and by practice--provide the knowledge, skills and 

experience necessary to foster a Jewish home and lifestyle. Every sisterhood should be a warm and welcoming gateway 

into Jewish life for all women, including the non-Jewish woman. Those already contemplating or in the process of 

conversion, as well as those married to Jews, and/or raising Jewish children, will find the support and encouragement 

that sisterhoods can provide. 

Therefore, Women’s League recommends that sisterhoods offer full membership to women who support the above 

mission of Women’s League. However, only Jewish women may serve as officers and members of the board of directors.  

The rabbi of the synagogue is the mara d’atrah (religious authority) for each sisterhood and must be consulted before 

instituting any change in membership policy. 

Look for keruv programming ideas in the near future. Download the Conservative movement welcoming keruv brochure 

from www.wlcj.org. 

There will be a keruv program at Temple Beth Sholom (Cherry Hill), on Sunday, October 23, 2010, combined with the 

CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ȅŀƴƎƻƎǳŜΦ  

 

 

LISTSERVE JUST FOR JUDAICA SHOPS  

Women’s League has just inaugurated an on-line discussion group for Judaica shop chairs. Moderated by Chair Jacki 

Stevens and Lois Silverman, internet services coordinator, this is an opportunity to share questions, concerns, and 

achievements with other gift shop chairs across the continent. Post your questions to:  

wljudaicashop@googlegroups.com 

 

 

Torah Fund  

Debie Napoleon  

As we come to the close of another successful year, I want to share with you some of the ways that we help 

students at the Schools of the Jewish Theological Seminary with our support of the Torah Fund Campaign. 

Please share these stories with your Sisterhood and congregations so that everyone can see the good work 

we do to continue to ensure the growth, strength and support of our future Conservative Masorti leaders. 

Jonah Meyerhoff is a very spiritual, concerned and grateful student at List College.  He comes from a town 

north of Chicago, where he grew up in a Jewish community that fosters the ideals of Hillel about community 

and responsibility.  His immediate family consists of a mother attending graduate school so she might better 

provide for her family, a brother, and a bubbe.  Jonah is very concerned about the strain that his education 

places on his family.  Jonah is so grateful to the Women’s League Torah Fund Scholarship Project for the 

greatest gift and honor he could ever imagine – studying at List College and broadening his understanding of 

the world both spiritually and intellectually.  Jonah relates how when he is studying in the Library, he will 

http://www.wlcj.org/
mailto:wljudaicashop@googlegroups.com


 

examine an original text like Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah, and marvel how extraordinary it is to be able to 

access his own living history through an ancient text in the Library.  Then, each and every time, Jonah takes a 

moment to privately acknowledge that our kindness and generosity have provided him with this magnificent 

opportunity.  He prays that one day he will be able to further extend the chain of generosity that we have given 

to him, and humbly thanks us for our kindness. 

 

Bonnie Streigold attends the H.L. Miller Cantorial School – a dream of hers since the eleventh grade.  Bonnie 

grew up in Valley Stream, Long Island, where she joined USY in the eighth grade.  For Bonnie the USY 

experience was overwhelming and the religious aspect of Judaism became very important to her.  She went to 

Israel in her junior year of college and after leading services there, she was hooked.  She earned a BA in 

Judaic Studies at Binghamton and upon graduating applied to JTS.  She is presently working at the JCC of 

Harrison in Westchester, where she teaches bible to ninth graders, works with seventh graders developing 

mitzvah projects and has created a program for teens that focuses on community service activities.  At JTS, 

she is very busy with her full schedule of classes – Shabbat Nusah, Hebrew Comprehension, Musicianship 

and Vocal Coaching.  She looks forward to being a cantor and the needs based financial aid she receives from 

the Women’s League Torah Fund Scholarship Project will make it possible for her to graduate in 2013.  In 

Bonnie’s own words, “ Thank you for making my dream a reality.” 

FOUNDERõS DAY     APRIL 24, 2010 
 

                                                 
Rabbi Merow teaches a session                              Enjoying a light supper                                      Women’s League World 

      

                                      
           
 

                                                              

 

 

Seeing familiar 

faces 

Sisterhoods 

receiving their 

certificates 



 

BOOKS FOR BALTIMORE: 

Building a Community of Readers 
One Child at a Time 

 

Linking the twin values of study and tzedakah, and in keeping 
with the convention theme of celebrating community, the 
special project for the Womenõs League 2010 Biennial 

Convention is to purchase 7,000 books--one for every third 
grader in the Baltimore City Public Schools! 

Twelve Scholastic Books titles, at the highly discounted price of 
$3.00 per book, were selected by reading specialists in the BCPS 

system to reflect the appropriate reading levels and cultural 
interests of the students. The books will be presented to students 

and representatives from the Baltimore City Public Schools at the last plenary 
session of convention on December 15. 

Sisterhoods with the highest percentage of participation in this project will be recognized at 
convention. Help us build a community of readers today! 

 
 

START TO BUILD THE BOOK STACK 

To purchase books, complete the form below and return it with a check 

made payable to your Sisterhood. Sisterhood will send the orders to Womenôs League. 

 

 

Encourage your Sisterhood to donate as many books as possible to 

compete for top percentage participation recognition at convention. 

 
 

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

BOOKS FOR BALTIMORE Building a Community of Readers 
One Child at a Time 

 

 

Name________________________________________________________________________ 
Address ________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail_________________________________________________ 
Phone__________________ 

1 book for $3.00 

6 books for $18.00 

12 books for $36.00 
I would like to purchase ____________ books for a total of $________________. 

 

 


